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Moot courts &=

giving law
students
foundation

Moot courts are the best way to give
law students the experience of a court
room that will prepare them for what lies
ahead of them when they graduate.

BY DESIRE MBABAALI
editorlal@ug.nationmedia.com

As one is going through law school,
one of the aspects that have been
highlighted as able to enrich stu-
dents with persuasive advocacy skills
and application of the law is mooting.
Witnessing a moot by a law student
put especially by a person who has no
!dea about the law is a bit intimidat-

ing.
While attending a moot selection
process for the various upcoming
moots at Uganda Christian Univer-
sity, before teams of different students
were judges to whom the students
presented and every so often, one of
thejudges would interject witha ques-
tion or challenge the position of the
student. They ask about the authority
on which a student is basing their ar-
gument and at times, a judge asks the
student to mention facts of a case they

are citing or asks them questions to-

tally outside their case. In some cases
a judge would challenge the student
to simply change their position. And
whereas some students were caught
off -guard, uninformed, intimidated
and challenged, some students stood
up to the challenge with facts and in-
formation.

Kevin Balyebuga, a third year law
student from Uganda Christian Uni-
versity, (UCU) Mukono, describes
mooting as a trial court process.

“What we do is to imitate, in a way
what actually happens in court. In
moots, students are given a hypo-
thetical case, also called a moot prob-
lem which is designed by lecturers or
informed people in a particular field
with; facts and a conflict between two
or more people or states,” he says.
Once a student decides to participate
in a moot case, they have to read and
nderstand the facts from which they
are able to apply the law gmd get all
‘hepleadings/arguments, aimed at de-
ending the imaginary client whenyou
sresent the case to the moot judges.

In addition, Simon Peter Aliy, a
surth year Law student at ucy,
2ares that he started mooting in his
“cond year of Jaw school during the

*ra faculty moots.

Life skills
“Moots train you to
handle your nerves
while in the court roem.
They tezch you how

to write and make
submissions in court,
it gives you confidence
2nd also trains you to
be flexible and brave
the blows of a tight
case. So, when you

go cut of law scheel,
you do not start frem
scratch if you have
been mooting.”
FRANCIS OKUMU, LAW

STUDENT KAMPALA
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

avenue

“I have forexample
participated in the
Center for Human
Rights moot which
was about matemnal
health. L had an
opportunity to leam
from other students
in the moot alot

of advocacy skills.
Since there are
moots on different
hypothetical cases,
a student can get
involved in'one that
interests them.”
HEZLEY KIHEMBU, LAW
STUDENTATUCU

“In first year, [ had a friend who got inter-
ested in moots and he started participating
inthem. It, however, used to take a lot of his
time, soI decided that Iwould never moot. I,
however, got an internship with John Ssen-
tamu Institute where they had amandatory
debate. That very problem question that we

“Mooting is an art of gdvocacy. When you
areat law school, you are looking at jaining
the practical world. But in the practical
world, you will be In court. So, what we do
inamoot is a semblance of what happens
in court. In a real court, we always have a
matter before court, a petitioner, the one
alleging, or the claimant — depending on
the case — and the respondent, who s
responding to the claims before the court. In
that case, there Is a matter and sides have

Alaw student argues her case Ina moot court
recently. Moots equlp law students for a real
court experfence. hET PHOTOS

' MOOTING VS DEBATING

The distinction between mooting and
debating is that in court, the judge will
ask you based on what you state whereas
in a debate, one comes to convince/per-
suade you with my preconceived ideas.
So, judges ask questions such as, o you
believe this? Do you think so? Could you
change your position? So, depending
on which side manages to convince the
judges, @ winning team is announced in
the competitions. ;

debated was brought as a moot question
and because I had an idea, I decided to par-
ticipate in that moot. I have not looked back
since,” he shares.

The challenging task

Several law students comment that moot-
ingis adifficult thing to do.

“For example, during the moot, you have
tospend alot of sleepless nights trying to
understand the problem question, under-
stand the facts and where they fit within
the legal principles and what law you can
apply to argue and defend your imaginary
client. But in addition to doing that, one
has lectures to attend, course work to do
and other personal things finding it hard

to be taken. We have different types such
as human rights moots, intellectual property
moots, world trade moots, international faw
moots organised by different organisations
as inter universities competiticns? where a
hypothetical case is drafted usually.on the
themes going on globally,' =

GERALD WOOLJ, UCU LAW
SOCIETY PRESIDENT
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to participate,” Shadia Naluyimg
U"i‘/er}\;’f

T

Uganda (IUTU), says.
She further notes that since
sometimes competitions berwnn;n 005 2,
ties, sometimes students are dem
when they do not win at the eng of(z-?:;

whereas they have put ina | .
s tofeffon
Christine Yiga, asecond year hwon
from Makerere University, also s, Sbey
mooting tasks a student to convingejyg,,

Studers

totake their side - whichis e
“Students get intimidateqd %;a?;?: P
and all their questions and prompnfﬁdzex
the exercise then becomes a scary ll{irg o
pecially for those in their first year at =
school,” she notes. kL

Immense benefits

Rebecca Karagwa, a third year Law studen
UCU, notes that she started mooting i h:}I
first year because she liked the whnjle o
perience and the experience teaches {p,.
dent tobe a quick thinker especially ey
judges ask them questions but also lcam”
theart of answering before a judges aswe|
as withstand the pressure.

“Sometimes, you go through more tha
four panel of judges so, panel after pane,
you come out a better person. We also get
a chanpe to meet with coaches, lawyers,
fourth'year students and some students
from Law Development Centre (LDC) and
these inspire you as a student,” Karagwa
says.

Moses Lubega Kisakye, a student at LD,
alsoshares that participating inmoots while
he was in law school helped him get a head
of time before his classmates.

“By the time I was in second year, partici-
pating in a moot and doing research onin-
ternational law helped me get ahead oftime.
So, by the time we handled that topic around
fourth year, I already knew the application
of the law ahead of my peers who did not
moot,” he says encouraging all law students
to take interest in the various moots.

Moots therefore equip law students with
skills in the interpretation of the law, draft
ing various documents, advocacy skills
presentation before court, to mention but
afew.
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